
HOW IT BEGAN 

In order to demonstrate the paradigm shift from separative to inclusive music-making possibilities 

and to initiate this mutually beneficial process with regard to making music together more 

intensively, as well as to raise awareness of it, a group of educators in the field of music education, 

rhythmics, music and movement education from several federal provinces have met annually for a 

summer meeting for the past 10 years. In the summer of 2019, they came together as a community 

of interest (IGMI) in order to exchange ideas more closely in the current situation in 2021 

(preparation of the Austrian National Action Plan 2022-2030 and Corona restrictions) regarding 

inclusive music-making. 

The specific occasion was the appeal of the board of the Association of German Music Schools (VdM) 

in March 2020 on the occasion of the Corona situation: It referred to the commitment of the 

German music schools to inclusion already made in 2014 in the Potsdam Declaration and appealed 

to the colleagues to pay special attention to those vulnerable and marginalised people in the music 

schools who are particularly affected by the restrictions and the loss of music-making. 

Do all people in Austria have the right and the possibility to learn music and other arts related to 

music and to participate in the musical life of society on an equal footing? Does everyone really 

mean ALL, i.e. also those who need support, other methods, other accesses and framework 

conditions - as is the case for people with disabilities? Is it up to the attitude of the responsible 

persons whether institutions open up for inclusive music-making? Does it depend on the 

commitment of the people with disabilities themselves or their caregivers whether active 

participation in an ensemble or even learning to make music and other arts related to music is 

possible? 

These questions moved the core group of the community of interest (IGMI). From the summer of 

2020 to the summer of 2021, a reference document, the impulse paper MUSIC INCLUSIVE IN 

AUSTRIA, was developed, which, based on the Potsdam Declaration, aims to extend the demand for 

inclusive music beyond music schools to educational institutions and the musical leisure and 

performance sector. 

The interest group IGMI sees inclusion as a social educational mandate for the future and 

emphasises in particular the right to high-quality learning situations that correspond to abilities and 

needs. It understands "music" to include all related forms of expression such as vocal and 

instrumental music-making, dancing, rhythmMB, elementary music making, performance formats, 

music education, community music, community dance and all music-related arts. 

The impulse paper describes the basic guiding idea of inclusive music-making, explains how it can be 

implemented, sets out goals and finally concludes that the shared learning called for in inclusion is 

an essential building block for social development characterised by humanity. 

In numerous online meetings, which since spring 2021 have also included two musicians with 

disabilities, the impulse paper was created and a short version in simple language, as well as an 

English translation, were written. Since May 2021, the MUSIC INCLUSIVE interest group IGMI has 

been a member of the Austrian Music Council (ÖMR). 
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